ways and occasionally single lane roads. The rainfall during the SW monsoon is a curse as well as a gift of nature, in that the landslips, debris slides, topsoil displacement etc. damages property and plantations, and occasionally in loss of life; but fills large reservoirs with water for hydro-electric power generation and for irrigation in Kerala as well as in the state of Tamil Nadu.
The Landslide Atlas of Kerala authored by Sajin Kumar, K.S. and Thomas Oommen was released on 19th September 2017 at function held in the Seminar hall of the Department of Gelogy, University of Kerala, Kariavattom Campus. A draft copy of the atlas was presented to Dr. P.K. Thampi (formerly of CESS, Trivandrum) by Dr. Srikumar Chattopadhyay (currently in CDS, Trivandrum).
Veteran geotechnologists, serving geoscientists in the Central and State Government Agencies (such as the Geological Survey of India, Central Ground Water Board, Directorate of Mining and Geology, National Centre for Earth Science Studies, State Ground Water Department, and several colleges) and the campus community including academics, research scholars and students numbering over 90 participated in the function.
Prof. A.P. Pradeep Kumar (the Head of Department of Geology) started the session with a formal welcome, followed by presidential remarks by Prof. S.N. Kumar (Director, School of Earth System Sciences, University of Kerala).
Prof. Thomas Oommen (Michigan Technological University) introduced the Atlas to the audience, while Dr. Thrivikramji, K.P. (Professor Emeritus in Geology representing the Geological Society of India) in his remarks underscored the need for such an atlas in the state of Kerala that borders the westerly slopes of the southern Western Ghats (SWG).
Dr. Thrivikramji added that parts of the SWG in Kerala in the Anthropocene evolved into a cocktail of ESAs, biosphere reserves, tropical rain forests, plantations of tea, cardamom, pepper etc. at higher altitudes and rubber in lower altitudes. Moreover, this tract is also home to the tropical monsoon climate branded by the SW monsoon season beginning June 1 st of every year. Further, a sizable population is settled in small and medium towns connected by single carriage
